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THE REV. MR. BURKITT 

Whén we had got the first number of 
the Inquirer ready for distribution, we for- 
warded a copy to the Rev. S. W. Burritt, 
a preacher residing in this village. We 
did this to discharge a known and incum- 
best duty. The ministerial profession be- 
ing oné of distinction, and Mr. Burritt be- 
ing accepted as a clergyman by the pub- 
lic, we deemed it no more than civil to 
furnish him at least with the first number 
of our paper. We had another object in 
view. The Gospel Inquirer contains, and 
we hope will contain, sentiments different 
from those inculeated by Mr. B. We there- 
fore thought, that Mr. B. ought to be made 
acquainted with the principles of the Inqui- 
rer, andif he should, on inspection, find 
them erroncous, he could warn the pub- 
lic against receiving those principles as the 
doctrines of scripture. We also wished, 
not only to let our subscribers know what 
we were about, but to make our principles 
as public as possible. After having care- 
fully weighed the subject, we concluded to 
send Mr. B.a paper. Mr. Burritt, it seems 
however became very much exasperated 
with us for so doing. In a short time 


inserted on the first page. On looking a 
little farther we discovered the following 
curious and brief note written on the mar- 
gin of the last page. 

“ George B. Lisher,—sir, I do not con- 
sider your paper worthy of a perusal. You 
negd not, therefore urge any other one upon 
my family. S. W. Burritt.” 

We have given the above in the exact 
wordsof Mr. B. We will now offer a few 
remarks upon this somewhat singular effu- 
sion. And, 

1. It is proper for us to apprise the rea- 
der, that Mr. Burritt does not belong to 
that respectable and peaceable society call- 
ed Friends or Quakers. We give this 
information that the reader may not make 
wrong conclusions on this subject. The 
reader would undoubtedly conclude, if he 
were not otherwise informed, that Mr. B: 
is a Quaker from his using plain language 
and neglecting to address us as Mr. or any 
thing else. We do not mentgithis because 
we care how, or in what ner Mr. B. 
addresses us, but merely to qgpevent the 
public from inferring that Mr. he belongs 
to the Friends. 

2. Mr. B. informs us that he does uot 





after (he paper was left at his residence, he 
returned it to a friend of ours, and request- 
ed this friend to hand it te us. -All this was 
complied with, and we in a litile time were 
again grected with the return of our unfor- 
tunate p»per. We werea littlesurprised to 
see the paper again, for we expected, if it 
should displease our brother Burritt, that 
he would carefully put it into the fire. 
We carefully inspected the paper with a 
view to ascertain what kind of reception it 
had met with at the house of our Reverend 
friend, and what particalar transfurmation it 
had undergone. On examination we found 
that Mr. B’s name had been erased and durs 


consider our paper worthy of a perusal. 
| Ebis, to be sure, isinformation to us. We 
| do not know that we had a right to expect 
any thing different. Dut we must be al. 
| lowed to ask, Why Mr. B. deemed our 
| paper unworthy of a perusal ? Did he 
peruse it ? We think not. In this note, 
he gave intimations to the contrary. 
there be any meaning in the note, it i 
‘| have not perused your paper ; an 
not think it worthy of a perusal”? \ 
should be extremely happy to leafn how 
Mr. B. knew that it was “‘ not worthy of a 
perusal.” In fact he didfmot know but we 
had inculcated the doctring of endless 
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misery in it. Neither did he know but 
what one half of it was composed of quo- 
tations from the bible. And surely be 
would not deem this * unworthy of a peru- 
sal.” We do not pretend to say, tliat ou! 
paper is worthy of a perusal, but we 
merely wish to know how Mr, B. knew it 
was not worthy of being perused. If we 


** can believe Mr. B. we must believe that 







he knew nothing about it. He did not know 
whether it was worth reading or not. Ifhe 


P t ! 
had perused it, and told us what was un- 


worthy of being perused, we would have 
tendered him our thanks for his kindness, 
and thought differently of his talents from 
what we do now. 

Suppose Mr. B. should act in all cases 
as he has in this, he would reject every 
thing. He would say, that the * Utica 
Christian Repository” is not worthy of a 
perusal. He would act so in all pecunia- 
ry concerns, if he strictly adhered to this 
rule. Does any person believe that Mr. 


' B. sent back the paper merely because he 


supposed us the author of it! Ifso we 
are sorry that brother B. thinks so ill of us- 
But suppose we should be able and willing 
to send b:other B. a present of $50 ; does 
any one believe that he would send it back 


without exgmining it, and ascertaising 
whether ys senthim genuine or coun- 
terfeit bills’ And suppose he should find, 
upon ex@Mination, that the whole amount 
ws go@@Burrentinoney ; can it be believed 
that he would sendit back with an angry 
note, saying, * sir, | do not consider your 
$50 worth receiving.” We do not believe 
our friend would thus act. 









3. Mr. B. tells us that we “ need not | 


urge any other upon his family.” ‘There 


is something very singular in this. 


to emphasize the word urged) our paper 
n his family. Now we believe that the 
never was urged upon Mr, B’s family. 
e believe the family accepted of it without 
auy urgent solicitations, Whether Mr. B. 
was at home or absent when the paper was 
left we do not know, and consider it per- 
fectly immater@l. In relation to his request 
we will jugtobserve, liiat we intend to treat 
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Mr. B. | 


intimates that we urged (he is particular | 





brother B. with becoming civilitiy and 
brotherly love. And we hope that we shall 
be able to keep good natured if all the 
clergymen in the county of Herkimer 
become angry. 

Suppose Mr. B. and ourselves do differ 
a little about particular doctrines, ought this 
difference to make us forget our duties as 
christians and preachers? Perhaps Mr. 
B. considers us an enemy. If he does, and 
is at a loss how to treat us, we advise him 
to read the six last verses of the 5th chap. 
of Matt. in connexion with the 14th, 19th, 
20th, and 2!st verses of the 12th chap. of 
Romans. We certainly wish to cultivate 
friendly terms with Mr. B. and the rest of 
our neighbors, and assure him that we will 
not be backward in acknowledging our 
imperfections. Ep. 

N. B. We inform Mr. B. that we sent 
our first number to other clergymen in this 
county, and if they get angry with us for so 
doing, we will expose them, aud try, if 
possible, to soften the asperities of their 
nature. 

—— 
ANSWER TO THOMAS, 
(Continued from page 7.) 

Our next objection to the opinion that 
sin is infinite is, that it destroys all degree 
and quality in crime. For, if sin be infinite 
man cannot commit but one crime during 
his life. You could not suppose that he 
had committed more than one crime, if you 
were in the exercise of reason. For when 
you admit that he has committed two sins 
you admit parts in infinity which destroys 
the idea you wish to support. It also 
destroys quality it crime. Every man 
(those that believe that sin is infinite, and 
those who do not) believes that some crimes 
are more henious than others, Our legis- 
lators have anculcated this doctrine, inas- 
much, as they have thought some crimes 
more enormous than others, and, conse- 
quently, annexed a greater penalty to one 
crime, than another. ‘The law very justly 
considers a man who murders, more guilty 
than he who steals, and he who steals, than 
he who riots in dissipation. The most 


proper data, in our opinion, to determine « 
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how much sin any one man has committed, 
1s to determine how much evil he has done ; 
or, in other werds, bow much injury he | 
has done to others. If he has injared some 
oneevery day, since he knew the difference 
between good and evil, he has done more 
harm and is a greater sinner than than he 
wiio has done wrong but once in a week. 
The scriptures also afford abundant testi- 
mony, to corroborate the above opinion. 
The scriptures make a very clear and em- 
phatic distinction between moral actions, 
Under the Mosaic dispensation, men were 
visited with more severe judgments for 
some crimes than others. Some crimes 
Were punished with death, while others 
endured only a temporary privation of some 
religious or civil privilege. For a farther 
illustration of this idea, Thomas is referred 
to the 21st chap. of Ex. &e. If the scrip 
tures are particular in making this necessa- 
ry distinction, viz: that some crimes are 
more pernicious than others, and more 
peculiarly aggravating, how can the idea, 
that sin is infinite, be maintained ? The 
doctrine of infinite sin was not known to the 
ancient Jews. ‘Lhis doctrlie is no where 
inculcated in the writings of Moses, nor of 
the prophets : and can it be believed, that 
sin is infinite, and yet all the prophets of 
God be ignorant of it? If sin were infinite 
we should have thought that it would have 
been mentioned in the sacred volume. But 
this is not the case. Indeed, a doctrine 
altogether different from this is there taught. 
Among the religions founded by the 





ancient philosophers, we find one that 


assimilates to the modern doctrine of | 


infinite sin. 

The Persian magi, it appears, believed 
that there were two principles, one the 
cause of all good, and the other the cause 
of allevil. ‘This opinion was also adopted 
by the Manichees. They called the good 
principle Jazden and Ormuzd, and the evil 
principle @hraman. ‘The former was by 
the Greeks called, Oromasdes, and the latter 
Arimanius. 

The magi held that there was one Su- 
preme independent being ; and under him 


two princip!es, one the principle of good, | 





and the other the principle of evil. They 
also held, there would bea perpetual strug- © 
gle between the two principles. ~ThiS 
much we now give you of the opinions of 
the Persian magi. Notwithstanding there 
may be quite a semblance between the 
principles of the magi and the doctrine 
we are Canvassiig, they are not one and 
the same. And were they the same, we 
presume that Thomas would not think that 
his opinions had received any particular 
honor or injury by the discovery. The 
Persian philosophers knew as little about 
Christianity as an infant does about Math- 
gmatics. Heathen philosophy may be 
admitted, in suchinstances. But in a case 
like the present, and when we find it op- 
posed to the most plain and manifest doc- 
trine of the oracles of truth, we must | 
reject it. 
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(To be continued.) 





DECREES. 

There is, perhaps, no doctrine more 
common, in the christian church, at the 
present day, and yetless understood, than 
the doctrine of election or decrees. Folio 
upon folio has been wyitten to establish and 
defend the common snotion of election. 
And, instead of dispe rsingMbhe clouds which 
have long hung befor understanding, = 
they have generally ented them, and =| 
finally plunged the c@#did inquirer into | 
the mazes of despair and Wsuflerable mys- 
ticism. Again and agai je the reason- 
ing faculties been impaired by endeavor- 
ing to uaravel the intricate and_ perplexing 
windings of this imposing dogma. ‘Loo | 
often has the brain been lashed into com- } | 
motion by this intricate subject. Various | 


: ‘ ° , 
instances might be adduced in support of | 
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the declaration, that insanity is the natural 
consequence flowing from an admission 
this heart appaling doctrine, and goul with- 
ering hypothesis. If then suc ortan! 
consequences are justly con d with 
this subject any labor which wer esto 
upon it, will be produce of (7 mos | 
essential good. In truth the man why | 
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literati of the world, or even honest, candid ; it will, it must, be admitted that God was 
and christian members of society. Wedo!not influenced by those subjects which 
not esteem, we cannot admire that man} govern almost universally, the actions of 
who wishes to bolt the doors of free inquiry | man in his creation. God did not fear 
and prevent an investigation of theological | any, for the very good reason, that there 
questions, We fear not to say, that the| was none to fear. His power was infinite; 
man who tells you to be content with any | and hence, if he delegated a power to any 
Opinion, providing it accords with the being and knew at the same time, that_the 
popular doctrines of the day, is the greatest | exercise of that power would be subversive 
enemy to the hapiness and prosperity of of his design, it clearly follows, that he 
man that can be found. Let him, who | created on purpose to overthrow or destroy 
countenances the creeds of men and prefers himself. Now then, God did not give any 
them to the precious prowi-cs of God, feed | power to his creatures, that was incompat- 
upon mongrel theology, the husks of big- | ible with his wisdom. ‘The mind of the 
otry and superstition, but Ict it be your , Deity was calm, unruffled. He had no 
first care to find and defend the truth, | uaprincipled object to sabserve in creating 
however different it may be to the common- his creatures, no malevolence to gratify, 
ly reccived opinions. no thirst for retaliation to satisfy, no con- 

The common or rather Calvinistic opi | tracted and carnal views to effect, and no- 
nion is, that God from all eternity elected | thing to finduce him to act contrary to 
(or chose) some of his creatures to eternal } matchless goodness and unerring wisdom 
life and celestial joys, and predestinated | He had power adequate to the accomplish- 
the remainder to the abodes of black and | ment of all that these could devise, and 
never ending despair. Or, in other words, | knowledge to know the end and all the 
God made some for happiness and some | effects of his operations." Suppose that 
for misery, and determined that this hap- | God wished to give his true character in 
hiness and misery should be equal in dura-| his works, would he not have made the 
tion, though widely different in quality, works bear analogy to their Creator ? 
We venture to say, that this idea is repug- Certainly he would. Now, if God deter- 
nant to commof® sense aud humanity. ~No rained, that a few of his offspring (when he 
fined or brutal, may be created them) should be happy in the eter- 
ontemplate it without | nal world, and that the remainder should 
it notwithstanding, if it | be absolutely and endlessly miserable, and 











man, however 
his feelings, c 
shuddering. 
be congruo 
perfections a 
rational powers implanted in man by his 
Creator, we must admit and embrace it. 
The question now to be settled is, is it trae 
or false? We say that it is not true, and 
pledge ourselves to support this position. 












ith the character, moral | this was a truth, and he was not afraid, 
Wr ociaration of God, and the | 28 he could not be, of having this truth 


known, why did he not prepare for, and 


actually confer upon, the elect all the bles- 
sings of this life ? Why was not the sun 
made to shine exclusively on the elect 
Why should the reprobate be allowed a ray 
of light? If God bas prepared a_ never 
ending state of happiness for a few, we 
unhesitatingly say, that he is a partia! God, 
ef such cause. All effects are | And if he is partial, all his operations, his 
to their causes. This we estab-| Creation, his providence, his redemption, 
eperal rule. In order then to | @!! must bear the marks of partiality. 
We then ask, why did he not display this 
partial character in the formation of the 
world?) Why does he not manifest it in 
his daily providence ? It may be said 
that he is end always will be partial, but 


The best data which we possess, to 
determine the character of any cause, is 











ne whegher God has elected some 
to fe and .vppiness, and ordained the 
remainder to endless misery, we will 
examine the works of hit s creation. This 
“consideration. Now 
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you uderstand a mystery ? Can yon scan 
the mind of Jchovah and bring to light his 
hidden thoughts, his secret designs ? It is 
impos-ible. God has not manifested a 
partial disposition or character in his 
pros idence. 
truth, he * causes his rain to descend on 
\ the just and unjust, and makes his sun to 


wen 
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admission will refute the notion we are 
If God has aot revealed his 
* partial character, how do any know that he 

is possessed of such a character ? Can 


In the emphatic languages of | 








» has not ‘hought proper to reveal it. This ; try and superstition, and fet we the sun 


beams of immortal day. ‘The hear!-ap- 
paling unfounded impositions of fanatics 
are disappearing by the refulgent beams 
of the sun of mghtlecusness, and expiring 
on the naked bosom of shame and forget- 
fuluess. Doctrines and creeds of men 
wh ch have long been considered as ortho- 
dox by community, sre depreciating even 
in ‘le estimation of those who are warmest 
to continue their phantoms. And the once 
much admired dogma of partial election 
and teprobation is growing burdensome, 
and [ believe disgusting to iis advocates, 
and has induced them to amalgamate it 





| 
| 
| 


sine on the evil and on the good.” If with the doctrine of conditional salvation. 


God loves his clect only, if he intends that 
' they shai] alone enjoy his presence and be 
% =6made supremely happy, why does he no! 
send his rain upou the chosen, and not per- 
mit adrop to descend upon the wicked 
reprobate ? Because it is said, he wishes 
tu have the non-elect measurab'y happy 
while here, and miserable hereafter. Wha! 
are a few moments of imperfect bliss 
compxred with an eternity af glory or tor- 
ment? Were God to thus deal with his 
creatures, we should conclude that be in- 
tended to mock cheir senses. It would be 
downright hypocrisy to raise the expecta- 
tions of man to future glory, by providing 
. for his wants ia this life, and blast finally 
NB those expectations, by consigning him to 
a state of endless despair ! 


a: (To be continued.) 
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To the Editor of the Inquirer, 

Dear Sir, 
It is with peculiar satisfaction that I ad- 
WH dress you, congratulatory to your produc- 
tion called * the Gospel Inquirer,” which 
the friends of truth have been anxiously 
waiting to receive. Much earnes!ness is 
& manifested among almost all ranks and 
* § societies, for a knowledge of the truth, aud 


5 
“to know whether these things are so ; 


An astonishing compound ! 

Now, sir,+do you not think that such 
twisting is mocking the relig‘on of Jesus ? 
It surely is an abomination in the sight of 
God: And what will be most to their 
| mortification is, that it will by no means 
| answer their intended design, Notwith- 
| standing all their premature and abortive 
a'tempts to stand the test in open defiance 
of divine truth. Notwithstanding all their 
attempts to evade that which was taught 
by ail God’s holy prophets since the world 
began. Notwithstanding their recent re- 
treat to beg assistance from those who are 
unable to telp themselves, God wil! dis- 
annul their covenant with death and their 
agreement with hell shall not s:and. Their 
alliance can give them no aid ; fom when 
they admit infinite wisdom in the Deity, 
which they dare not dispute, and let reason 
' submit to astonisliment at what is believed 
| by many worthy members of community 
as divine truth, what will be the effect of 
the allegation? They have abandoneda 
sentiment which supposed God created for 
the purpose of making miscrable eternally, 
and have embraced one which says, God 
perfectly well knew all that would take 
place with finite man, and damns him for 
doing that which he knew he would do 
before creation. Ifthere be any difference 
between this and that which is given up as 
untenable, I desire to be informed by some 
one who espouses the doctrine of endless 
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and our friends religiously and our oppo 


misery, what the difference may be. 








nents tremblingly believe that by the pro- 
pagation of liberal opisions, the knowledge 
‘of the Lord, as a universal Saviour, will be 
enhanced. This is the period in which 
the knowledge of God is spreading to cov- 
er the earth as the waters cover the migh-| 
ty deep. The waves of divine truth have 





JORIM. 
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“Ask of me and I shall give thee the hea 
then thine inheritance and the uttermost 
parts of the earth thy possession,” 
Psalm ii. 8. 
We have bit'@rto said nothing directly 





dispersed the faint receding traces of bigo- 


concerning the uty and probab'c success 
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of the Missionary establishment, nor of the 
wisdom and prudence which directs the 
fiery zeal of the “ Friends of Missions.” 
But this snbject is too important to pass 
unnoticed. ‘The Missionary exertious of 
the present day, are in several respects 
analogous to the Crusading spirit of former 
times, Ltis true, the friends and promo- 
ters of Foreign Missions, under pretence 
of saving souls from a burning hell in eter- 
nity, deal in cash, clothing, provisions, 
household furniture, and various kinds of 
barter: but the crusaders, to promote 
Moukish and Clerical aggrandizement, | 
rolled in buman blood ; and delighted in 
carnage and death ! The disgraceful 
scenes, the incalculable misery and the 
wide extended devastation of the Crusades 
have stamped fanatacism with eternal in- 
famy, and furnish an awfuliy instructive 
lesson to all succeding generations of man- 
kind ! 

The improvement of the moral condi- 
tion of our species, by the dissemination 
of divine truth, is an object truly desirable ; 
but wisdom should direct all our exertions 
for the attainment of this great object. 

The following ‘ luquiry’ is extracted 
from the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


It is well calculated to assist the mind in | 


the investigation of this interesting subject. 

Calvinists believe that the final destiny 
of every individual of the human race is 
unalterably fixed by the immutable decree 
of Jehovah. Do they expect missionaries 
to rescue the non-elect among the heathen 
from inevitable damnaton? if not, what 
do they expect ? 

Arminians generally believe that “ in 
every nation,” whether cliristian or pagan, 
‘he that feareth God and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted with him.” 

Why toen should they expect Missiona- 
ries tu alter the final state of one individu- 
al among the heathen ? 

Finally, what do our missionaries mean 
by rescuing the heathen world from the 
endless implacable wrath of our Creator? 

Do they mean that they, of their own 
grace and goodness, without solicitation, 
have undertaken to alter the destiny of 
their fellow creatures and change the na- 
ture of the Almighty ? Or do they mean 


that God sends these merciful missionaries 
to save the heathen from bis own vindictive 
vengeance ? | 

» Would it be wise and consistent for any 
being inauthority to send an embassy to 


trust that the horrid representations of su- 
perstition’s awiul hell will not frighten the 
whole world out of their senses, and that g 
this subject will receive the reasonable at- 4 
tention of reasonable beings. 

From Wm. Worral pastor of the Univer- 
salist church, Jolin street, Glaszow, to 
Mr. Henry Fitz, Editor of the Gospel 
Herald, New-York. 

Dear brother in the Lord. 

Beiog now through the kindness of a 
friend, in possessiou of the first and 2nd 
volumes of the Gospel Herald I am author- 
ized by the churches in our couuexion to 
express the high opinion they enier‘ain, 
* x * * * * ® 
Mr. Van Velsan’s challenge, subsequent 
shuffling and final disgrace, must have had 
great iniluence upon the minds of the re- 
flecting part of community. Never before 
was Caivinism so exposed, and putto oper 
shame. Proceed, sir, as a true-aud faith- 
ful soldier, in the van of the armies under 
ihe direction of the * captain of salvation.’ 
Be instant in season and out of season, in 
making inroads upon the ramifications of 
the kingdom of darkness, in the dreary do- 
minions of sin and death; and let the 
sound ol your triumphs from time to time, 
cheer and animate the lovers of truth on 
this side the Atlantic. We had no idea, 
until the reception by us of the G. Herald, 
and a benevolent epistle from Mr. Stephen 
R. Smith of New-Hartford, that we had 
such a host of friends in the United States, 
and, consequently, the satisfaction commu- | 
nicated by the information, is inexpressible. 
We have lost by reason of death our late 


us, but great gain to him ; he has exchang- 
ed earthly suffering for heavenly felicity. 
Particulars concerning this interesting 
event, you will find in the funeral discourse 
published on the occasion, a copy of which 
you are requested to accept. 

Theologica! truth is extending its influ 
ence among us in this corner of the vine 
yard; we only seem to want a few zealou 
laborers, men of integrity aud talent, an 
great good might be effected. We alread 
hope that the present intercourse now com 
mencing with our American brethren, wi 
be made instrumental under the gre 
head of the church for the attainment of a 
object so desirable. Along with this, 
have written also to Mr. E. Mitchell, pz 
tor, New-York, in which I have enter 








defeat his owa purposes ? 


We hope and 





into some particulars which nearly conce 





pastor, Mr. N. Douglass ; truly a loss tof. 


a a UPD ew, Ae hCUurelUC CU 


“~~ Ff 










































Atl 


om 
wi 
re 
if ai 


1S, 


er 


— 


| 


THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 15 











us. I have requested the 3d volume of the 
Gospel Herald, when complete ; the whole 
of the other seven Universalist periodical 

ublica ious, from the commencement of 
each, if possible ; the Life of Mr. Jokn 
Murray, and Relly’s Union. Should this 
be found too troublesome to Mr. Mitchell, 
would you hive the goodness to assist ? 
The brethren here are on the very uptoe 
of expectation. The money will be remit- 
ted or paid here according to order. 

Hoping that you may perceive the house 
of Saul, which is death, tending to decay, 
and the house of David, which is leve 
progressingly acquiring strength. 

[ remain, dear brother, though at a great 
distance, your coadjutor in proclaiming 
glory to God in the highest, on earth peace 
and good will to men. 

W. WORRALL. 
No. 102 Argyle-st. Glasgow, 
Feb. 26, 1823. ; 

Nore. We recommend to our brethren 
publishing the works wanted by our broth- 
er Worrall, to forwerd a set of each gratu 
itously to this city with any other publica- 
tions they may be disposed to present our 
brethren. We will furnish our quota, and 
in conjunction with our brother Mitchell, 
assist in forwarding the whole to their 
place of destination. Ed. Gos. Her. 


To Rev. Hosea Ballou. 


Dear Sir,—During a stay at Calcut‘a of 
f ur monihs, | became acquainted with one 
Rammohun Roy, a native of Bengal, who 
I see has been noticed in the Boston papers 
as intending to visit the United States this 
year. This personI believe has been a 
believer in our scriptures this three or four 
years past. He is generally thought to be 
one of the most learned men. of the age. 
] have some of his works by me, which I 
should like you to peruse at some future 
time, asI think they will enable you to 
judge of his abilities on theological sub- 
jects. | was induced to have an introduc- 
tion to him before I left India, having read 
a controversy which he had with several 
of the niissionaries at Serampore, which 
arose from a publication of his, entitled 
“The Precepis of Jesus, a sure guide to 
Life and Happiness,” which they endea- 
vored torefute. After which he wrote two 
appeals to the Christian public in defence 
of his precepts, which | think “when you 


executed. 1 thought the argument that 
the missionaries brought forth in support 
of their belief, (especially when they refer 
to the trinity,) are about the weakest I ever 
read. As I had several of your works in 
my possession at this time, | forwarded 
them to him, and thought that they would 
not be uninteresting, judging from the lib- 
eral spirit that seemed to dictate all his 
writings; andI assure you the next time I 
saw him, he appeared to be enraptured 
with them, as he said he had no knowledge 
of such liberal sentiments being so general 
in the christian world, and he appeared 
very grateful that there are some who in- 
terpret the Scriptures similar to himself. 
He suggested that if some of your wri- 
tings, when translated into Hindostanne, 
were distributed among the natives, he tho’t 
they would do more service than all the 
Missionaries have done since their first un- 
dertaking ; and I do not think there is a 
person more willing or capable than him- 
self, to promote the truth at any time. 

If he visits Boston in his tour through the 
United States, which is more than proba- 
ble, you may be sure of receiving a visit 
from him if you are in town. He says, 
the few that have been enticed over to the 
Missionaries, are the most ignorant and of 
the lowest cast, who are more dissatisfied 
than ever, and that they would willingly 
retreat, did the laws of those regions per- 
mit them after losing their cast ; and he has 
also informed me for a truth, that there has 
not been one respectable native converted 
by them. I think, on your reading his 
few pamphlets you will be able to discov- 
er, without my informing you, that he has 
no belief in future punishment, but that 
he believes our “heavenly Father has con- 
stituted a law in ovr nature, which makes 
us unable to walk in the paths of virtue, 
without receiving ample reward in the 
moral happiness that there is therein. On 
the other hand, we never stray from this 
path, into that of vice, without receiving the 
consequences that spring from a guilty con- 
science. On conversing with him he man- 
ifests the above sentiments in a very plain 
manner, which sentiments I assure you, 
meet with as much opposition from the 
Missionaries, as those people do in our 
country who entertain the same; and I 
am happy to say with the same good effect; 
for all they can say against, tends to pro- 
mote it, which Rammohun Roy generally 





come to read, you will say are very ably 


'turus over to his advantage. Now, sir, 
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leaving you to gain what information you 
can from his works. 
L remsin yours in peace. G.R.R. 
Boston, May 13, 1823.—B. U. Mag. 


TENDENCY OF UNIVERSALISM 

Mr. John Winn, of Campa‘gu county, 
state of Ohio, was formerly a slave holder 
in Kentucky, at which time he was a 
member of the Baptist society, and for 
several years strenuously advocated their 
cause. But at length, he had serious im- 
pressions that his belief was not according 
to divine revelation ; and after a yeneral 
search of the scriptures, laying aside su- 
perstition, priestcraft, bigotry, Sc. and, 
calling reason in exercise, he found that 
the way of life and salvation was made for 
all, and that all created intelligences would 
finally be participators of the same. Un- 
der these impressions he felt the culpability 
of holding in bondage a part of the human 
family, nor could he rest till he had libera- 
ted them from slavery. Accordingly he 
moved them to the state of Ohio ; gave 
each, (5 in number,) 80 acres of land, farm- 
ing ttensils, &c. and bade them work for 
thems«lves. He also gave the state of Ohio 
bonds for their good bchaviour — After this 
Mr. Winn with another brother in the be- 
Jief of the fina'salvation ofallinen, bought 
tree slaves in the state of Kentucky, for 





the Psalinist with the doctrine of never 
ending woe ? 

5. If all na‘ions eventually do worship 
God, and if tose who worship him are 
happy, is not the pypothesis of endless’ mis- 


ery a mere phantom ? AMARIAH, 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Thoughts of a letsure hour, 
Glad tidings anen shail salute ev’ry ear, 
A prophet proclaim’d it, mankind need not fear, 
All people shall hear, ev’ry soul feel the bliss, 





And frail trembling mortals their fears may dismiss. 


Whenall, the decrees of Jehovah, shall know, 

And truth strips men of their phantoms below, 
Then reason, criterion of man’s noble sphere, 

Will her office assume, and will point his way clear. 


By the Gospel Inquirer good news will be given, 

From the grand source of news, the scriptures from 
heav‘a, 

Though men in their hands this wise volume now 
have, 

Many doubt whether Jesus the Saviour will save, 


God‘s prescience they grant; his ways equal must be, 

But mark the next moment his wise partiality, 

tle would save all mankind on conditions they plead, 

Yet foreknowledge weil kneW that some ne*er would 
accede, 


Can such reasonig stand ? half an eye surely sees 

It with logic, nor sense, DOr scripture agrees : 

Too, by like propositions. good christians oft tell 

Whavs the fate of sad billions aad trillions in hell ! 

For a hell never ending with volcanic rage, 

We've perus'd every chapter and scaned verse and 
page, 











whom they gave $200: after which 
they set them free, gave lands in Ohio, 
and became security for their good beha- 
vior. ‘These slaves were purchased of a | 
Baptist deacon of the church to which Mr. 
Winn belonged. Mr. Winn rejoiceth that 
the Lord will turn the hearts of his chil- 
dren unto him: that every knee shall bow 
and every tongue swear, that they have 
righteousness and strength in the Lord, and 
that all the ends of the earth shall see the | 
saivaion of God. Gos. Ad. 





For The laquirer. 

Question: fur believers in Endless Mis- 
ery ? 

The scriptures declare as follows, “ All 
mations whom thou hast made shali come 
and worship before thee, O Lord; and 
shall glori’y ihy name.” Sce 86 Ps. verse 
3. 

1. Did the Ps'amist say that all nations 
shall worship God ? 

2. Did he mean what he said ? 

3. Will any persou be miserable while 
worshipping God & 

4, Can you reconcile the language of 





But assiduous inquiry despairs of a case 
Wiere an offspring of God has been doom‘d to such 
place, 


That men will be punish'’d according to crimes, 

Is a maxim we hold, and with scripture it chimes ; 
And when full * restitution of all thing,’ prevail, 
Ev'ry debt will be balauc'd ia justice’s scale ; 


Then in Abraham‘s seed shall all nations be bless‘d, 
Not asoulin a tormenting bell be distress‘d, 

Theo shall charity deck ev‘ry soul with her robe, 
Aud the theme of damnation no more men corrode. 


Sweet charity ! heaven born cherub thou art, 
Would to God thine abode were to day in each heast, 
Attractiva‘s strong impulse all nations would feel, 
Aad brotherly love reader harmless their steel ; 
Universal asspace would friendship have birth ; 
No vile persecutions polluting God's earth, 
Superstition world die throughout every zone, 


| And Jesus a Saviour of all would be known, 


God will have all men to be sav‘d is well Known, 
This has St. Paul to Timothy shown, 

Still presumptuous men, by their ensy and pride 
Will the riches of grace amongst their fav‘rites divide, 


Kind Creator of heav‘n of earth and all things, 

Level down by humility, princes and kings. 

Phen would mea by reflection form mirrors and see 

The true cause that destroy‘d the world’s harmony. 
LEE-LAND. 





Rev. S. Jones is expected to preach on 
the first Sabbath in Aug. next, at Newport. 





